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The worthy independent FREEHOLDERS 

| of the County of Yor, and to the re- 

Ill « ſpectable CiT1zzns of the ancient and 
5 | e City of Tonx. 


S 3 and Pellow:Countrymen, 
IT is undoubtedly the Deſign od Uſe 


of Civil Government to ſecure to the 
governed Society, Peace and Quiet- 
20 in general; and he who wiſhes to 
ſee publick Pawer carried beyond its juſt 
Bounds, mull; in Truth, be a bad Man, 
and wowee the Name of an Engliſb- 


man. 
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| There is a Pariri TION, my Fellow- 
erte at this Time agitating in, 
and already bgned' by many Frecholders of, 


our County; the Tendency or Deſign of 


which PIT TON is to warp his M—y' 
Affection and Conßdenee from bis preſent 
loyal H. of Cs, who have only 
exerted a Power touching their own Pri- 
vileges, which they have ifo. en- 
5 for a s long) Series of . 


© Whether miny ub TROY who 


attended the Meeting at the Aſſembly- 


Rooms in 1 on the 25th of September 


laſt, were ſurprized or charmed into the 


Meaſure by the powerful Eloquence of 


the Honourable North - Brit iſh Orator, 


_—_ ſo magnanimouſly aſſerted the Cauſe 
8 of 


L3 1. 
of Engliſh Liberty) or whether they all 
came there prepoſſeſſed in Favour of the 
Prrrriox then recommended, is of little 
Moment to inquire at this Time; but 1 
think it may be of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence to conſider the Matter and Expe- 
diency of the ſaid PETITION, coolly and 
at Leiſure ; and, in order to give you an 
Opportunity of doing this with the greater 
Preciſion and without Bias, after taking 
Notice of ſome Parts of the Honourable 
Advocate's Speech, I ſhall crave Leave 
to enumerate a few intereſting Particu- 
lars, which I think were not ſo much as 


mentioned at the ſaid Meeting, 


In the firſt Place, I conceive that the 
ſtating Mr. Walpole's Expulſion, Re- 


election, 


mT 


| 4 and Diſqualification, as a ſimilar 


Caſe, in all Points, with Mr. „ 's, 
(and I apprehend the Caſe was ſo ſtated, 
if not, I beg the Gentleman's Pardon) was 
not juſt, becauſe it was quite different; 
Mr. Taylor's Claim to a Seat in the then 
H. of C—-<s being, upon the Circum- 


ſtances of that Caſe, very properly diſal- 


lowed, and a new Writ iſſued out for an- 
other Election; which Writ was ſo iſſu - 


ed upon the ſpecial Circumſtance, that 


the Conſtituents were Strangers to Mr. 
Walpole's Diſqualification upon his ſimple 


Expulſion, the Vote of Diſqualification 


having paſſed ſubſequent to, and after his 


Re- election. Now this Plea of Igno- 1 


rance, as to Diſqualification, was by no 
Means the Caſe with Mr. W— s Con- 
ſtituents | 


4 3 

ſtituents at the laſt Election for Middleſex, 
they being ſufficiently apprized of that 
Gentleman's then Diſqualification, and 
conſequently knowingly, or with their 
Eyes open, did throw their Votes away, 
by giving them to a Candidate ſo pub- 
lickly diſqualified. 5 


As to the Obſervation of our Honours 
able Advocate, That the H. of C——4 
might, with as much Propriety, expell 
any Placeman, or other Member of their 
Houſe, that ſhould become obnoxious to 
them, as they have done Mr. ,; I 
apprehend that though the Power of that 
Honourable Houſe may not be limited in 
regard to their own Privileges, or any In- 
ſults offered to them I and it is univer- 
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e ſally known what an Authority they 


« have claimed over the Liberty of the 


Subject, when, without the Specifica- 


be tion of any Crime, or the Execution of 


® any Warrant, they have not only voted 
tc a Freeman of England into Priſon, but 
&* have even voted every Body, who at- 
e tempted to do him Juſtice, an Enemy to 
« the Country,” ] I ſay, Gentlemen, tho 
the H. of C may not be limited in 
theſe Matters, (and it is indeed a diffi- 
cult Thing to ſay, either what they can 


or what they cannot do) it is moſt cer- 


tain, that the Exertion of their Power 


was never without ſome ſuppoſed legal, 


reaſonable, or juſt Cauſe; and for them 
to expell any Member without good 
Cauſe or Colour of Reaſon, would be de- 


rogatory 


ES] 
rogatory to their own Honour and the 
| publick Juſtice of the Nation, of which 
they are one Part of the Legiſlative Body: 
Neither do I think that, when they ex- 

pelled Mr. J/—-s, they expelled one of 
the wiſeſt, ableſi, or moſt prudent Men in 
the Kingdom; on the contrary, I have 
ſome ſhrewd Fears, that, was this Gen- 
tleman to be reinſtated in his Seat in that 
Honourable Houſe again, (unleſs ſome- 
thing like a Miracle ſhould be wrought 
upon him, or he ſhould either penitent= 
17 and conſcientiouſly cut out his o W- 6 
Tongue, or leaſtwiſe amputate the Thumb 
and fore Finger from his Right Hand) he g 
will very ſoon be at his old Tricks again. 
Habits grow ſtronger by Indulgence, and 
Reaſon loſes her Sway, in Proportion as 
ſho 


[ 10] 
ſhe has often yielded to Temptation 1 
The above, however, is only offered by 
way of Hint, or cordial Advice to that 


| | ____ Gentleman; hoping that, ſhould he ever 


regain his Seat in the H. of C-—8, he 
will at leaſt keep within the Bounds of 
Decency towards his Prince. 


This naturally leads me to inquire into 
the Cauſe of | Mr. 78 Expulſion.— 
He had wrote Libels of a very malignant 

Complexicn; he had in a daring Manner 


inſulted one of the mildeſt and moſt ami- 


able Princes in Europe; and he was under 
| Proſecution, if not Sentence, for thoſe 
il Offences. I will not enter into the Pro- 
"i priety or Impropriety of this Gentleman's 
laſt Expulſion, on the common-place To- 

us picks 
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 _ 
picks of his being eligible or not eligible, _ 
in Point of Law or common Right ; but, 
according to the Doctrine of the Honour- 
able Advocate, the whole Community; 
if every County, City, and Borough in 
England, are affected by Mr. W—sYs 
Expulſion, I am clear in it, that, by a Pa- 
rity of Reaſon, (and as a Wound given at 
the Head or Top of the political Chain 
may be full as dangerous as, if not more 
ſo than, one given at the Bottom) the In- 
ſult by him offered to our moſt gracious 
Sovereign, was certainly an Inſult offered 
not only to the whole Legiſlature, but to 
every loyal Subject in Britain; and as he 
has never begged Pardon to the King and 
Parliament for ſuch Offence, nor indeed 


ſhewn any real Contrition for it, I truſt 
— that 
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that all Well-wiſhers to his M——y K. 
6 e will think and ſay with me, that 
the preſent H. of C-—s have ſhewn a 
proper Spitit of Reſentment againſt this 


Defamer of his Sovereign, by nobly; loy- 
ally, and properly refuſing him a Seat in 
their Houſe. bas |. 

For my own Part, I really don't think 
that the Members of the H. of C 

in a ſpecial or particular Caſe of this Kind, 


8, 


ſit in that Houſe to hear, but to make 
Precedents, The Laws ought to, and 
really do, encourage moral Virtue; every 
wiſe, well-regulated Government has fal- 
len in with the Dictates of Reaſon, in 
encouraging or promoting it, as the ſureſt 
Baſis to make Men good Citizens, good 

| Subjects, 


F xg. 1 
Subjects,. good Magiſtrates, and in every 
| Reſpect good Men: And furely Commu- 
nities may juſtly (in regard to their inter- 
nal Regulation and Police) do what i is for 
the Benefit and Honour of themſelves and 
Society in general. If the H. of C- 


cannot do as much in regard to their own i 
Privileges and their Fellow - Members, 5 
(when ſuch Members are of dangerous 
Abearing) „ leſs than a Club 
of Mechanics or common Tradeſmen can 
do, in every Town of England! Who 
therefore, with Impunity, ſhall attempt 
to call in Queſtion the Power and Juſtice 
of the Lower Houſe of Parliament, whoſe 
Tribunal is ſo awful, that even Oaths 9 
not adminiſtered there, (becauſe it is ſup- 
poſed that no Man will dare to prevari- 
B 2 cCate, 


[1 
cate, or utter a Falſity before that Ho- 
nourable Aſſembly) who, I ſay, ſhall with 
Impunity preſume to call in Queſtion 
what that Honourable Houſe has done in 
regard to expelling an unruly Member! 
It is a principal End for which Laws are 
made, and Magiſtrates appointed, that 
Men who will not be perſuaded, or are 
not of themſelves diſpoſed to regulate 
their Actions by Reaſon, ſhould be hin- 
Hinds: by {ome legal Means, from grati- 
fying their extravagant Paſſions, and from 
tearing to Pieces every Thing that ſtands 
in the Way of their Ambition or Intereſt: 
And this is ſtill more neceſſary, when it 
is ſo well known that our modern Quixote 
(that Paragon of Patriotiſm and Chivalry) 
| in the K's B——þ, has been made a 


| » is 


[15] 

Tool or Cat's Paw of, as it were, by a 
diſaffected, turbulent Party, who long. 
ruled the Roaft in this State, and fattened 
on the Spoils of the Publick ! Theſe are 
the People who have endeavoured to dif- 

treſs and embarraſs the Adminiſtration, | 
without the leaſt Deſign of procuring any 

| real Benefit to the Kingdom! Theſe are 

the People who, by making a Duſt, as 

| they call it, are aiming to bring about a 
Change in the Miniſtry, to the End that 
they may have another Scramble for 


Places, Penſions, and Titles! Theſe are 


they, my Fellow-Countrymen, who have 
ſhamefully abuſed the ſacred Name of Li- 
berty, to pr mote Diſcord, and deſtroy 
all Order and true Freedom! Let thoſe, 
. however, who have been at the Bottom 
of 
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(6), 


of theſe Diſſentions, plume themſelves 
with their noble Atchieyements; let them. 


feed their vain Hopes with imaginary 
Proſpects of approaching Power, Places. 


Penſions, Wealth, and Grandeur; but 


the ſenſible and unprejudiged. Part of his 


Majeſty's Subjects will neyer believe that 


theſe Grumblers have a fincerer Regard 


for the Civil and Religious Rights of 
Engliſhmen, or a more ardent Wiſh ta. 
leſſen the heavy Burden of National Taxes, 
than the, preſent Servants of the Crown 

have. Miniſters, it is granted, may have 
ill Deſigns; but it. is as true that ill De- 
ſigns may be imputed to, Miniſters, by 
theſe who wont their Places!“ And how 
ſhameful is it to ſee; the Characters of. 
Persons in highs Stations, blaſted by Cards. 


70 and 


20 


1 7) 
and Squibs/in the publick News Papers | 
Surely Charges of ſuch a Nature, and fo 
deep a Dye, ought to be accompanied 
with the cleareſt Proof to gain Credit 
with the judicious Part of Mankind : 
Among the Vulgar, indeed” It is much 
to be lamented, that every Calumny, 
however ill ſupported, finds an eaſy Ad- 


mittance! 


The Honourable Advocate, on the 2 7th 


paſt, took great Pains to enforce the Ex- 
pediency of PETITION ING the K—g; aud 
by his Story of the Kenzifh Petition in a 
former Reign, and the fix Perſons who 
preſented it being committed to Priſon, 
(which Circumſtance, he obſerv d, brou ght 
on Petitions to the Crown for diſſolving 

| the 
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the P——t) ks ſtrongly inculcated. the 
Neceſſity of ſuch a PETITION to the 


King at this Time. But, to ſay the Truth, 
I could not ſee the Force of theſe Argu- | 


ments i in the ſame Light as ſome Gentle- 
men did, the Circumſtances of publick 


Affairs then, and at this Time, being 
widely different ; that being a real Strug- 


gle for Liberty, this {in preſents) being 


only a pretended one, and may tend to ſerve 
the worſt and vileſt of Purpoſes! Every 
Man in Britain, of the leaſt Judgment or 


Reflection, muſt conceive, that diflolving 


the Parliament at this critical Juncture, 
when foreign Affairs wear a gloomy Aſ- 
pect, and the Minds of the People at home 


are ſo ſtrangely heated or poſſeſſed with 
all the Chimeras of F action, can ſcarce 
fail 


[19]. 
fail of being attended with moſt dange- 
rous and fatal Conſequences. Neither 


| could I agree with the learned Advocate, 


that ſuch a PETITION was the only Al- 
ternative or Ne plus ultra of the Minority; 
for I humbly conceive that a dutiful Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, lamenting the un- 
happy Diviſions at this Time on Account 
of the ſuppoſed Wound given to the Con- 


ſtitution, by the laſt Middleſex Election, 


and praying his M—y to afford ſuch 


| Relief as to his M-, in his great Wiſ⸗ 


dom, ſhould ſeem meet, would have an- 
ſwered much better than the PRæTIT TON 
in Queſtion : Becauſe, ſhould his M—y 
be diſpoſed to grant Relief in the Matter 
of the Middleſex Election, he could, with 

more Prudence and good Policy, do it in 
C another 


— _ 4 
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another Manner, than by diſſolving his 


P———t; that is to ſay, by giving Co- 
lonel L. a Place, (ſo that he might then 
walk out as eaſily as he jump'd in) and 
ſhould his M=—y deign, on Mr. V —9s 
aſking proper Pardon, to grant him a free 
and gracious Pardon, the H. of C—s 
might then, with great Propriety, (and 
without doing one illegal Act to remedy 
another, as the Henturable Gentleman 
inſinuated) eraze Mr. V— es Diſqualifi- 
cation out of their Journals, and iſſue a 
new Writ for the County of Middleſex, 
which would ſet all to Rights again; and 
ſurely be much better than ſheathing a 
Dagger in the Bowels, or cutting the very 
Heart-Strings of the Conſtitution, when 
an eaſy Family Remedy, or domeſtic Ce- 


rate, 


[ 21 ] 


rate, would at once heal the ScRATCH 
(for I will not ſuppoſe, with the Honour- 
able Advocate, that the Expulſion of Mr, 


s was ſo deep a Wound) given to our 


happy Conſtitution. This Nation hath 
heretofore experienced the Calamities, the 
Dangers, the Oppreſſions and Miſeries 
that | belong to Anarchy and Civil Broils ; 
we know enough to be ſenſible what would 


Inevitably happen in ſuch an untoward Si- 


tuation of publick Affairs; we know what 


a Steps and Approaches, Men once com- 
„ bin'd into regular Societies, have made 
4 towards ſuch a Scene of Wretchedneſs ; 
a and. Hiſtory, if not Experience, will in- 
N form us, that thai Evils have happened 


to States in the Degrees and Proportions 
8 their Laws were defective, and the Hands 
I | : C 2 | of 


r 


[ 22 ] 
of their Governors weakened, either by 
others Malice, or their own Remiſineſs ! 
If any of my Countrymen are diſſatisfied 
with their preſent Repreſentatives, let 
them, againſt the next General Election, 
(i. e. at the End of this preſent Septennial 
Pt) endeavour to influence their own 
and their Neighbours Minds, Actions, and 
Behaviour, by living in ſuch a Manner as 
to become ſober induſtrious Citizens, and 
good Subjects: This, I will aſſure them, 


is the moſt certain and effectual Way to 


make a good Uſe of their Suffrages, and to 
redreſs publick Grievances, It may not 
be improper in this Place to obſerve, one 


natural Conſequence which may enſue 


from theſe Patriotic Schemes of redreſ- 
ſing pretended Grievances ; we all know 
” that 


[ 23 ] 


that the Majority of the H. of C 


preponderate in the Scale with the preſent * 
M——y, and, from what has been faid, 


I think it is not a very probable or plau- 


ſible Conjecture that the P——t will be 
diſſolved; how then do you lay yourſelyes 
open to Reſentment from the Majority? 
And ſuppoſing a Bill ſhould be brought in 
to lay an equal Land- Tax on every Coun- 


ty of England, and ſuch Bill paſs both 


Houſes of P=——t, how would you help 
yourſelves ? And what Dupes would you 


be made to your own Indiſcretion, by thus 


hammering, in the Forge of Faction, 


Shackles for yourſelves and ſucceeding 


_ Generations ! 


But 


1 7 


But let not us, my Friends and Fellow- 


— 
” 


Countrymen, be drawn away, by any 
Flouriſhes of Rhetorick, from our bound- 


ate oe” 
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1 1 en Duty to the beſt of Kings and the High f 
| Court of Parliament; Let us rather la- 
; | ment and deplore the Defection, or Infa- 
| | | tuation, of ſuch of our Fellow-Subjects, 
| who have been led aſtray by the artful 
| Inſinuations of deſigning Men; and at the 

| 


ſame Time we do this, let us render 


ample Honour and Juſtice. to our worthy 


* — 
— » 
— 


Repreſentatives, and to all the County 
Members preſent at the laſt Meeting, by 
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honourably acquitting them of any ſini- 
4 | a | ſter or ambitious Deſign in this late Mea- 
| ſure, as we have the ſtrongeſt Proofs of 


| | ” their fincere Attachment to the preſent 
| Royal Family, and to all our Rights, both 
Civil 


L 25 ] 
Civil and Religious, though they may un- 
fortunately be miſtaken as to the Tendency, 
Propriety, and Expediency of the ſaid PE- 


TITION., Our Thanks are alſo due to the 


Honourable Advocate, who took ſo much 
Pains in the boaſted Cauſe of Liberty ; at 
leaſt they are due for his kind Intentions, 
as I will not ſuppoſe that a Gentleman of 
his great Abilities, and amazing Powers 
of Eloquence, contrary to His Country 
e e contrary to his natural and 
true Intereſt at the Bar, ſhould ſtand forth 
ſo bold a Champion for Britiſb Freedom 
upon any other Principles, ſave thoſe of 
the warmeſt Affection and beſt Good- 
Wiſhes to the Engliſb Nation: But if Diſ- 
ſentions ſhould increaſe; if the Dogs of 
War ſhould, in Conſequence thereof, ever 
be 


[( 
be let looſe again in this Country; (which 
may God of his infinite Mercy avert!) 
ſhould fore of the beſt and richeſt Blood 
of our Fellow- Subjects be ſpilt in the 
unnatural Quarrel ; ſhould their Wives, 
Daughters, and Children fall Victims to 
brutal Inſolence and hoſtile Rage; ſhould 
their Eſtates be com dad and their 
Treaſure doled out among the Compa- 
nions of the War ; the Eye that ſaw, the 
Ear that heard, the Heart and Tongue 
that applauded this Honourable Advo- 
cate, might then curſe the fatal Hour in 
which they were led, as it were, by the 
perſuaſive Harp of Amphion, to the Brink 
of ſo dangerous a Precipice; I mean that : 
of liſtening to the Lures of Faction. 


That 


RE... | 
That 1 may not be behind-hand with 
this celebrated Diſciple of Cicero in the 
great Duty of Prayer, as Well as of a fin- 
dere Well · wiſher to my Country, I ſhall 
alſd conclude my Addreſs with a Prayer, 
as follows : „ 


FLAY that all-gracious Being, who 
brings forth Light out of Dark- 
nels, who converts the 'Terrors of 'the 
moſt tempeſtuous Night into the chear- 
ful Joys of a fair and propitious Morning, 
drive Diſcord and Faction far away from 


this our Iſle. Shower down, O gracious 
Creator, thy choiceſt Bleſſings on our be- 
loved Sovereign Lord King Groxoꝝ the 
Third, and preſerve him both from fo- 
reign and domeſtic Enemies, whoſe Coun- 

D | ſels 
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fels and wicked M achinations a0 thou, O 

Great Gop, continually defeat and con- 
| found 3 , abate, their Pride, and aſſwage 
their Malice! Strengthen, 0 Loxp, the 
Hands of our aid Liege Lord the King, 
and all that are put in Authority under 
him, with Judgment, and Juſtice, to ſi- 
lence all ſuch Workers of Iniquity as 


would turn Liberty into Licentiouſneſs, 


and Loyalty into Faction. Grant, O Su- 
preme Fountain of all Virtue and Good- 
neſs, that Truth and Juſtice, Religion 
and Piety, Concord and Unity, with all 
other Bleſſings, may ſo flouriſh and abound 
among us, that they may be the Stability 
and Happineſs, of our Times, and render 
us once more a great and flouriſhing Na- 
tion. And laſtly, O Father of Mercies, 


out. 


— — — 
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out of FR Re Goodiiels and lonivg 


Kindneſs, BRING INTO THE Way OF 
TRUTH. ALL SUCH AS AE ExkEn 
AND ARE DECEIVED. 


Wiſhing that Providence may dire 
you 1 in every Meaſure for the Good of 
18 in general, and your own Benefit 
in particular, 1 remain, with the vnd 
Reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your fincere Well-wiſher, 


A obedient bumble Servant, 


Lucius. 
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This | Dy are pulled, 
(Subſcri N which are taken in by T. WILSON, 


Bookſeller in High Ouſegate ; Jars wages Pro 
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PROPOSALS. for printing by Sonsenir rio, 
In TWENTY VOLUMES, Lang Duobzciuo, : 


444A. 1 Wes, and Accurate Fprridn of 258 — 


The W HO EF NO RK — 


oF 


M. Px VOLTAIRE; .. 
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With his Final, CORRECTIONS, and ADDITIONS. 


The Jag from the Fassen, 5 A Hands. | 


. e G ITI 


The Whole of this Worte will e printed 1 
cimo Size, upon a very fair Paper; and a Volume of 
it, ſewed in _— publiſhed every 1 


a Crown. 


N. B. 4s the preſent Ebi ; is 8 rave Third, cheaper 
than any former one, and the Paper, at the ſame Time, of 
4 better Quality, it is hoped 4 * Aamirers of this celebra- 

ted Author vn breed . n A e. 
For purchafing his M. Titings. = 


te 5 wad 2 To che PIB LA * 


E Publiſhers of this Edition of Yoltaire's Works 

have reſolved to ſtrike off Copies for Subſcribers 

only ; but that no Gentleman may be diſappointed, and 

5 . os thoſ who reſide at a Diſtance may have an 

of lobks into the firſt and ſecond Volumes, 

Ne oor — now publiſhed) the Subſcription will be kept 
open till the 8 of next Month. 


Commiſſions, addreſſed to the above — 


duly anſwered. 


